ELIZABETHAN  AND JACOBEAN
big, but to the grain of mustard seed, 'smallest among grains',
which will cgrow and spread5. Bacon looked upon that 'most
happy and glorious event3, the uniting in itself of the island of
Britain, cas a full period of all instability and peregrinations5.1
And though Ben Jonson might join in poking fun at the Scots,
he too knew what it meant:
Here are kingdoms mixed
And nations joined, a strength of empire fixed
Conterminate with heaven; the golden vein
Of Saturn's age is here broke out again.
There are times when a man whose personality may be un-
attractive is nevertheless able to give a nation gifts which the
noblest and the greatest have failed to do. Ever since the tenth
century, it had been the aim of English statesmen to unite
the whole island of Britain in a federation. Where Edward I
had failed, James succeeded. The dream of six centuries, and
the words of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, came true in 1603.
In 1604 the Commons drew up, for their new monarch, a
statement of the rights of Englishmen. What other nation, at
this date, could have produced such a document? To talk of
the 'spiritual fall' of such an England is absurd. The historian,
knowing all, may see the beginning of the deadly quarrel
between King and Commons. But it would be an anachronism
to dream of Shakespeare seeing things so. At that happy
moment, it was possible to combine an insistence on English
liberties worthy of a Roundhead with a loyalty 'conservative
and monarchical to the core'.
Next year (1605) Francis Bacon dedicated to James his
Advancement of Learning: the first step in that Great Installation of
knowledge which was to enlarge the boundary of human
empire, to the effecting of all things possible. When, in all
human history, has a statesman presented to his king a gift
so optimistic and so significant?
Next year (1606) the settlers sailed for Virginia, and the
continuous history begins of the English-speaking peoples
putting a girdle round about the earth. We may think of
1 Advancement of Learning, Bk. II, ii, 8.
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